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Music education is vital to the development of the complete person. Music holds the
power to broaden the understanding of ourselves and others. It is the link that connects people
from all corners of the world and throughout time. An understanding of music is an
understanding of history and culture. It is an understanding of the aesthetical value of sound. It
is the appreciation of humanity’s ability to turn these sounds into something more.

I believe that providing all students with a music education, regardless of physical or
mental disabilities, is vital to their development. In every step of my career, I have strived to
include students that would not otherwise receive a music education. At the elementary and high
school levels, I developed specialized music curriculums that were adapted to meet the needs of
diverse students in my classroom. At the college level, I collaborated with the organization
United Sound to provide performance opportunities for students with special needs. With the
appropriate accommodations and adaptations, all students can enjoy the wonders of creating
music.

As a band director, I believe in teaching music through performance. The selection of
quality literature is the foundation for the development and success of an ensemble and offers
opportunities to discuss the evolution of the wind band, world history and culture, music theory,
and countless other topics. I believe an understanding of the historical, cultural, stylistic, and
theoretical elements of a musical selection is paramount to performing with the composer’s
intentions.

I believe that technology will continue to redefine the ways in which music educators

approach planning, implementation, and evaluation. Discovering uses for new technologies in



music education is a passion that began at the beginning of my career. As a graduate assistant, [
implemented the use of Bluetooth receivers in the band hall at Auburn University to allow the
existing speaker system to be controlled by any smart device from the conductor’s podium. This
allowed me, university directors, and other instructional staff to utilize applications such as
TonalEnergy, iTunes, and YouTube from an iPad, iPhone, or apple watch without ever needing
to leave the conductor’s podium. More recently, I began utilizing drone technology to provide
an aerial view of marching drill during rehearsals. The use of drones has aided directors in
evaluating large drill sets that are difficult to address from the observation tower. Technologies
like these only scratch the surface of the possibilities created by advancements made in the last
ten years. I believe that the use of modern technologies improves our ability as educators to
instruct and evaluate students.

I believe that research in the area of music education is vital to the advancement of our
profession. Research in education will provide the insight into the best practices to create
inclusive classrooms, efficient rehearsals, and better people. I wish to further my education to
pursue this insight. I believe that being on the forefront of music education will allow me to

become more effective as a director and leader throughout my career.



